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Opinion

Some Muslims are attacking LGBTQ rights. They
don’t speak for all of us.
The Prophet Muhammad called on Muslims to stand up against the oppression of
the most vulnerable.
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June 16, 2023

By Ani Zonneveld

(RNS) — Days before Pride month 2023 began, more than 150 prominent, mostly
American Muslim religious leaders declared in a signed statement that LGBTQ+
rights and beliefs are incompatible with the Muslim faith. They suggest that their
conclusion has ijma — a matter of infallible agreement — within the Muslim
community and that any dissent is “theologically indefensible.”

It’s hard to overstate how harmful this is. The Muslim community rarely reaches
ijma on interpretations of Scripture. For example, scholars still disagree about
whether women are required to be fully covered, wear a hijab or none of the
above. To suggest complete agreement on LGBTQ+ issues is both deeply
inaccurate and wildly dangerous. 

It’s galling when far-right religious “scholars” take it upon themselves to de�ne
Islam for the rest of us. For one, these signatories blatantly disregard teachings of
the Quran, the Hadith and the Sunnah, as well as long traditions of sexual and
gender diversity across Islamic civilizations. The Prophet Muhammad consistently
called on Muslims to stand up against the oppression of the most vulnerable. He
never punished anyone for being gay despite there being plenty of evidence that
queer people existed in his time. There is also no punishment for being
homosexual in the Quran.
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Indeed, the “mukhannath,” or gender-variant people, are mentioned multiple
times in the Hadith (sayings of the Prophet). The Quran also refers to “men who
do not desire women” — mentioned without an iota of hate or prejudice. Muslim
societies throughout the ages even had inheritance laws for hermaphrodites. 

RELATED: Report: LGBTQ Americans tend to be younger and have no religion

The omission of all these rich facts by these religious leaders is misleading. They
falsify the true teachings of the Quran and the long presence that queer Muslims
have had in Islamic societies. 

Moreover, the Muslim world did not commonly have laws barring homosexuality
prior to colonization. It was European colonizers who introduced institutionalized
and systemic homophobia and transphobia to these societies, often in the form of
penal codes. In 2018, then-Prime Minister Theresa May of the United
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Kingdom apologized for Britain’s anti-gay laws and for their impact on human
rights.

Photo by Jose Pablo Garcia/Unsplash/Creative Commons

While dozens of religious leaders may have recently proclaimed anti-LGBTQ+
views, their views are far out of step with modern Muslim Americans. The Pew
Research Center found in 2017 that 52% of American Muslims believe
homosexuality should be accepted by society. Among Muslim American
millennials, that jumped to 60%. 

It’s particularly disheartening that Muslim religious leaders would release such a
statement when Muslims themselves have suffered discrimination so acutely.
Since 9/11, Muslims in America are often unjustly treated simply for being
Muslim. The signatories of the statement, in perhaps their only accurate
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observation, acknowledge the bigotry and exclusion that Muslims have faced
across the Western world.

Yet these religious leaders, who have no doubt spoken up numerous times against
Islamophobic exclusion and their constitutional right to be protected and feel
safe, have the impudence to demand acceptance and reject all forms of criticism
for their intolerance of a minority population. 

Yes, the statement does claim that the LGBTQ+ community has a right to live free
from abuse. But the declaration will likely give its readers exactly the opposite
message. One cannot simply say that a way of life is morally wrong and then
expect that those who live it will avoid ridicule, shame, hate and harm. The
signatories are simply trying to feel absolved of the violence they will fuel. 

RELATED: Detroit-area city bans LGBTQ+ pride �ags on public property

No one had to tell people to abuse Muslims after 9/11 explicitly. But that’s exactly
the message rhetoric at the time conveyed, and it’s what happened.
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Ani Zonneveld. Photo via

mpvusa.org

Over and over again, the world’s religious right — regardless of religious af�liation
or nationality — have used queer folks as a common target for demonization and
dehumanization. We cannot allow these sentiments to become the norm in the
Muslim community. At its core, the Muslim faith is all about love and care for the
vulnerable. That includes the LGBTQ+ community. 

(Ani Zonneveld is founder and president of Muslims for Progressive Values. The
views expressed in this commentary do not necessarily re�ect those of Religion
News Service.)
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They are not 'attacking LGBTQ rights'.  Such rights are non-existent, and you cannot attack 
what is not there.  What people actually do is attack the notion that you have a menu of 
franchises and immunities which derive from your status as a sexual deviant as opposed to 
your status as a person or y...
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RG Ryan Gierach
16 June, 2023

So that leaves out every other so-called right, huh? No human has any rights. That's 
exactly what you just said. 
Glad to know it. Is that yhe OFFICIAL STANCE OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH?  No 
rights? Not even the right to practice religion? 
After all, it's only written on a paper and can easily be repea...
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R Raffi
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I will never fully understand how one group will rightfully fight against their own discrimination 
only to turn around and advocate  for the discrimination of others, especially when it includes 
the use of violence. I have yet to see an LGBT person openly advocating violence against 
people of faith...
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I make no pretense of knowing anything about Islam. But I'm curious about possible parallels 
between the practice of Christianity and the practice of Islam. 
 
The bulk of Christians pretty much ignore the teachings of Jesus in favor of OT (and some NT) 
judgmentalism. The postings of these Christians ...
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Shawnie5
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The teachings of the OT and the NT ARE the teachings of Jesus.  It is a continuum.  And 
He never indicated otherwise.
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"One cannot simply say that a way of life is morally wrong and then expect that those who live 
it will avoid ridicule, shame, hate and harm."
 
"But Me it [the world] hates, because I testify of it that its works are evil."  -- Jesus of Nazareth, 
John 7:7.
 
The religious have every right to teach that c...
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True enough. And I'm sure you won't mind it ma'am if the rest of us use our own 
approach dealing with the lgbt folk. That's religious freedom for ya.
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Ani Zonneveld is apparently an Islamic version of an Episcopalian.
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Ani Zonneveld is being tendentious and disregarding verses of the Quran that rather clearly do 
condemn male homosexuality, such as Surat Al-'A`rāf 7:80-81 : 
 
“And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, "Do you commit such immorality as no one 
has preceded you with from among the worlds?
 
Indeed...
See more
Reply · 5 4 · Share

David_Allen
19 June, 2023

A joyous Juneteenth to all!
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Since Islam fails as a religion i.e. not a moral guide, so why should we care?
 
As far as one knows or can tell, there was no Abraham i.e. the foundations of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam are non-existent.
 
As far as one knows or can tell, there was no Moses i.e the pillars of Judaism, Christianity ...
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I'm a Muslim and they speak for me!  We stand for what is right and good.  
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to think of others safety.. if some one gets real  angry at me.and hurts me than.   so be it ..  but 
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12/3/23, 9:58 PM Some Muslims are attacking LGBTQ rights. They don’t speak for all of us.
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